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Founding Statement 

by Allen Fiford, Founder of the GFRP Institute South Africa 

 

As the founder and visionary behind both GFRP-Tech Manufacturing and the GFRP Institute South 

Africa, my mission has always been clear: to pioneer the use of Glass Fiber Reinforced Polymer 

(GFRP) composites as a transformative material for South Africa’s construction and infrastructure 

sectors. I recognized early on the immense opportunity to establish GFRP technologies locally, not 

only as a response to outdated conventional practices but as a bold step forward in sustainable, 

forward-thinking engineering. 

With nearly a decade of immersion in the world of composite materials, I have come to deeply 

understand their value, lightweight, non-corrosive, high-strength alternatives that are 

revolutionizing how we build and construct.  

What began as a vision has evolved into a mission: to educate, innovate, and manufacture. 

The GFRP Institute was born to serve as a platform for education, industry collaboration, and 

research, to elevate both the knowledge and application of composite technologies across South 

Africa. It is a place where unskilled, skilled, and professional individuals alike can learn, grow, and 

contribute to a smarter, more resilient construction industry. 

The GFRP-Tech manufacturing facility, in parallel, is the practical arm of my vision, producing world-

class GFRP rebar and mesh, designed and engineered to replace conventional steel reinforcement 

with better, more sustainable solutions. 

This dual approach, education and production is the purpose behind what some might call madness. 

But as a self-driven professional committed to creating lasting change, I believe innovation only has 

impact when it is shared, taught, and implemented. 

South Africa deserves access to advanced materials and the expertise to apply them. I am proud to 

stand at the forefront of this movement – First In South Africa, turning vision into reality, and setting 

our focus firmly on progress, one fiber at a time. 
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